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ON THE NEW BIRTH. 

Joun m1. 3,—* Except aman be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

These are the words of our Saviour to Nico- 
demus. They teach in a striking mannér, the 
necessity of regeneration, by declaring that 
without it, it is impossible for a man to see the 
kingdom of God. The same idea Christ 
taught his disciples also, when he told them, 
“ Verily I say unto you, except ye be convert- 
ed, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ;” and sey: 
eral other passages might be adduced to she, 
what no one who is acquainted with the New 
Testament is ignorant of,—that this doctrine is 
repeatedly taught in the scriptures, and is in- 
culcated as one of the highest importance, I 
mention this particularly, because it is to be 
feared; that the absurd manner in which it has 
been gen: rally-explained and preached in mod- 
ern times, has produted,.in many, an almost 
unconquerable disgust with even the very name 


entirely out of the regular course of nature, 
and altogether unlike any other’ mental exer- 
cise in the whole range of human -experience. 
Now we may easily determine whether it be so: 
if Hapeeriptures so represent it, the case is dee 
cided at once, and letus so receive it: but if 
they do net, it is but tautology tosay that such 
an idea is not the doctrine of scriptures, 

It is generally imagined also, that a person 
must pass through a most distressing scene of 
gloom, melancholy, and despair, before he can 
be prepared to be regererated. He must be 
seized with dreadful apprehensions of being e- 
Mternally shut out from the favor of heaven: 
and must see that God’s justice requires that 
he should be cut off, and consigned to endless 
torment, with devils and damned spirits.. He 
must feel as though the bottomless pit was a- 
bout to open before him, and as though he 
could almost hear the roaring of the eternal 
flames, and the groans and shrieks of his fu- 
ture companions. In this situation he must 
linger out weeks and perhaps months, till at 
last all his hope expires, like the giving up of 
the ghost ; at this crisis, it is supposed Christ 
generally appears and regenerates him. With- 
out all this scene of mental distress, no person, 
whatever be his character, would be acknowl- 
edged by many of the churches in this country, 
as being convicted. In mostof our churches, 
so great stress is laid on this preparatory work, 
that when a candidate is presented before them 
for examination, he is asked how long he re- 
mained in this distress of mind ? Whether he 


of the doctrine; but surely it does nee be-| was not made to see that God was his enemy ? 


came reasonable men to suffer their dislike of} 


the abuse of a truth, to extend to that very 
truth itself. We know that regeneration is a 
scriptural doctrine. 

But, my brethren, it is by no means enough 
that we know there is such a doctrine in the 
scriptures ; if we should profit by it, we must 
know what itis. We must know how the Bi- 
ble describes it; we must obtain a clear and 
definite idea of the nature of that process which 
the inspired writers denominated regeneration 
or conversion. We are easily imposed upon 
by mere names ; and for this reason are in 
danger of taking what is, at this day, called 
the doctrine of regeneration, to be that which 
the Bible teaches, without so much as thinking 
to examine whether it is the same in reality. 
Let us not hastily bow down to every thing 
which the world may have taken a fancy to 
christien with a christian name. 

It is generally thought that regeneration is a 
mysterious, indeseribable operatier in the mind, 


time God would be just to damn kim to all eter- 
nity? wheétter-he did not feel as though God 
would be unjust to saVe~mse great a sinner ? 
whether he was not made to feel thaethere was 
no mercy for him ? and, sometimes he is asked, 
whether he is not made willing to be damned! 
a most impudent insalton all contmon sense. 
With regard to the whole of the foregoing, 
there is but oe plain, simple question to be 
asked ; and that, auy persen who can read his 
Bible can answer: Do the seriptures, in aay 
place, inform us that a person must pass thro’ 
such scenes\before he is converted? If they 
do, the place'can be pointed oat, ITs there one 
passage that represents conversion to be at- 
tended with these frightful sensations 2? No ; 
there is hot one. Do, I earnestly beseech 
you, consider this fact. My friends, you ma 
begin with Genesis, and read the Bible isang 
to Revelation, aiid you cannot find a word as 
bout ove person converted in this manner. 





As sacred as those dreadful apprehensions and 
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that doleful despair may appear to some, th 
are assuredly the production of one long aft 
the Bible was written. 

In the acts ‘of the apostles, are accounts “of 
the process of the several conversions, experi- 
enced under the preaching and under the im- 
mediate observation of the inspired apostles of 
the Lord. These conversions will afford us an 
unerring example of such as the apostle thought 
genuine,—they are the very specimens we 
need, in order to put this matter forever at rest. 
My friends, look at them. Take the account 
of the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch : 
He “ had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 
and was returning ; and sitting iu his chariot, 
read Esaias the prophet. 








Then the spirit said | 


flike a reasonable and honest man, became anx- 


ious to join the christian church, and to prac- 
tise and enjoy the religion, with the knowledge 
of which God had now blessed him. 

Take another account of conversions : On 
the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up and 
preached to the multitude which ran together 
to witness che phenomena of the tongues of 
fire, and the diverse languages ; and we are in- 
formed that on the same day, there were added 
to the disciples about three thousand souls. My 
friends, I appeal to you, was it possible that 
these three thousand persons could relate such 
an €xperience as is customary, all in the space 
of one day, and that too, after considerable of 
the day had expired?} Moreover at the third 


unto Philip, Go, join thyself to this chariot.! hour of that day, we are informed, “ they were 


And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him 
read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understand- 
est thou what thou readest ? And he said, how 
can I, except some man should guide me? And 
he desired Phillip that he would come up and 
sit withhim. ‘The place of the scripture which 
he read was this: He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter ; and like a lamb, dumb before his 
shearer, so opened he not hismuuth, In his hu- 
miliation his judgment was taken away ; and 
who shall declare his generation ? for his life 
istaken fromthe earth* And the Eunuch an- 
swered Philip and said, I pray thee, of whom 
speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of 
some other man? Then Philip opened his 


mouth, and began at the same scripture and 


preached unto him Jesus. And as they went 
on their way they came toa certain water: 
and the Eunuch said, See here is water; what 
doth hinder me from being baptised? And 
Philip said, ” What did Philip say ? 
Did he enquire of the Ethiopian whether he 
had been in great distress of mind? and how 
long ? Did the inspired Philip ask him, accord- 
ing to our modern custom, whether he had been 
made to see that God would be just to cut him 
off, and send him to endless perdition > wheth- 
er he had been brought co despair of God’s 
mercy ? whether he had seen divine justice 
shine so bright in his eternal destruction, as to 
be willingto be damned? Hear, hear what 
Philip said : “ And Philip said, if thou believ- 
est with all thine heart thou mayest. And he 
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God. And he commanded the 
chariot to stand still ; andthey went down both 
into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch ; 
and he baptised him.” Acts viii, Sef 
Here is the experience of the Ethiopian. 
How different from those that are generally re- 
quired and told, at the same day! Not a word 
of horror and distraction ; no frightful visions ; 
no gloom, no despair. It was all a calm exer- 
cise of the reason and of the heart, begun and 
accomplished in the space of a few hours. Phil- 
ip, by the divine blessing, convinced him that 
Tons Christ was the Son of God; and _ he, 


¥ Isaiah liii. 7, 3. 








all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to 
another, What meaneth this? so that at the 
largest calculation, it was not more than six- 
teen hours in which they j)assed through all the 
scenes of their conversion. Here is nothing 
said of their seeing God to be their enemy, be- 
lieving there was no mercy for them, and being 
willing to be damned. The miracle they had 
witnessed, fastened their attention, and con- 
vinced them that God was with the apostles ; 
and when Peter assured them “ that God had 
made that same Jesus, whom they had crucifi- 
ed, buth Lord and Christ,” we read that “ they 
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Pe- 
ter, and the rest of the apostles, Men and 
brethren, what shall we do? Then said Peter 
unto them, Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus,”—and this they 
immediately did, without waiting, days and 
weeks, in order to become gloomy and sink in- 
to despair. Here is the literal, uncolored ac- 
count of the conversion of the three thousand. 
Acts ii. 

F or another opecimen of ancient conversions, 
see that vt the Jailer : Paul and Silas had been 
cast into prison at Thyatira, by the magistrates: 
and the Jailer thrust them into the inner dun- 
geon, and made their feet fast in the stocks.— 
But at midnight—‘ there wasa grea’ earthquake, 
so that the foundations of the prison were sha- 
ken ; and immediately all the doors were o- 
pened, and every one’s bands were loosed.— 
And the keeper of the prison awaking out of 
his sleep, and seeing the prison duors open, he 
drew out his sword, and would have killed him- 
self, supposing that the prisoners had fled.”— 
[Take notice.] “ But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. 
Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and 
came trembling, and fell down before Paul and 
Silas and brought them out, and said, Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved ? And they said, Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be sa- 
ved, thou and thy house. And they spake un- 
to him the word of the Lord, and unto all that 


* Allowing ten minutes to each experience, (a very 
small calculation for a modern one) and sixteea 
hours a day, it would require more than four weeks 
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were in his house. And he took them, 
same hour of the night, and washed their stripes ; 
and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.” 
Acts xvi, What apprehensions of God’s ven- 
geance, and of endless damnation had this Jail- 
er,in order to prepare him for conversion P— 
None: at midnight, we see him so thoughtless 
and rash as to raise his hand against his own 
life, merely because he supposed the prisoners 
committed to his charge had escaped ; and be- 
fore morning, we see him brought to consider- 
ation by the striking events of that night, con- 
vinced and converted by the preaching of Paul, 
and received by him a disciple of Christ. See 
his household also;—at midnight, ‘ the word 
of the Lord” was preaching to them; and be- 
fore morning, they all believed mm God, and 
were baptized! See verses 33 and 34. 

My brethren, can any thing more be needed, 
to show that conversion, in the days of the a- 
postles, was not what itis generally supposed 
to be at the present day? We certainly have 
no more reason to suppose that the customary 
scene of affright, horror and despair is necessa- 
ry to conversion, than that a fit of sickness is. 

There is but one more particular and full 
account of conversion in the book of Acts ; 
and that conversion was a miraculous one, at- 
tended with several circumstances peculiar to 
itself, so that it cannot be considered so fair 
a specimen as those we have already examined. 
Nevertheless, let us bring forward this also, 
and see whether it was either produced by,» or 
accompanied with fears of God’s interminable 
wrath and vengeance. I allude to the conver- 
sion of St. Paul: “ As he came nearto Da- 
mascus, suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven ; and he fell to the 
earth, and heard a voice saying unto him Saul, 
Saul, why.persecutest thou me ? and he said, 


thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
With the Holy Ghost. And immediately there 
1 from his eyes, as ithad been scales ; and 
received his sight forthwith, and arose, and 
baptized.” Acts ix. 

Miers are the most minute incidents in the 
scene, related with more than usual prolixity ; 
and there is not one word which even intimates 
that Saul was tormented with an idea that God 
was his enemy, and would cast him off fore- 
ver, or that divine justice required his endless 
damnation. Had this been the case, the in- 
spired historian would not have omitted all men- 
tionof so important a circumstance, when he 
was so particular as to tell us of Saul’s fasting 
three days, of his falling to the earth, and, like 
those who journeyed with him, becoming as- 
tonished on hearing the sudden and unexpect- 
ed voice from heaven, &c. &c. We might as 
well suppose that the writer would have left 
unnoticed the circumstance of our Saviour’s 
speaking to him. 

As often asI read these accounts of conver- 
sions which are recorded in the bible, I am ob- 
liged to pause in astonishment at the striking 
difference between them and those I have 
heard related in our churches, and seen in the 
papers and religious publications of the day.— 
Are our ministers and professors utterly ignor- 
ant of the scripture accounts? or do they not 
care for them ? Will they obstinately persist 
in their present course, without the authority 
of inspiration or common sense? I say, of 
common sense ; for how disgusting it is to hear 
people talk of being willing to be damned !— 
of the importance of their being brought to be- 
lieve that there is no mercy for them, when in 
fact they discover, in a few days, that there is 
mercy forthem ! Who taught them this false- 
hoed ? God, or the Devil ? 








Who art thou, Lord p—And the Lord said, I 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest. It is hard 
for thee to kick against the pricks. And he 
trembling and astonished, said, Lora, what 
wilt thou have me to do ? And the Lord said, 
Arise and go into the city, and it shall be told 
thee what thou mustdo. And the men, which 
journeyed with him, stood speechless, hearing 
a voice, but seeing no man. And Saul arose 
from the earth ; and when his eyes were open- 
ed, he saw no man; butthey led him by the 
hand and brought him into Damascus. And 
he was three days without sight, and did neith- 
er eat nor drink. And there was a certain 
disciple at Damascus, named Ananias ; and to 
him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And 
he said, Behold I am here, Lord ; and the 
Lord said unto him, arise, and go into the 
street which is called Straight, and inquire in 
the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tar- 
sus, for behold he prayeth o* 
eee eee eee ee oe » » And Ananias went 
his way, and entered into the house and putting 
his hands on him, said, Brother Saul, the 
Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in 
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the way, as thou camest, hath sent me that| sal, impartial love. 


It will perhaps be now said, We have seen 
that conversion is not, let us see what it is.— 
My friends, yeu have already seen what it is, in 
the specimen which we have been examining. 
| What was the Ethiopian’s conversion? An- 
iswer: Ie Welieved in Jesus Christ, with all 
his heart. What was the Jailer’s? He believ- 
ed in the Lord Jesus, and received his words. 
| In what did the conversion of the three thou- 
| sand consist ? They gladly received the gospel 
and continued steadfastly in that apostle’s doc- 
| trine and fellowship. Saul was converted from 
| a persecutor, to a sincere advocate of Christ’s 
| religion. Their conversion were all effected 
by ene simple and rational process, viz. They 
| were first convinced that Jesus Christ was the 
son of God, and that he taught by divine au- 
thority ; and then they received his doctrine 
with honest hearts, rejoicing in it, inhaling its 
spirit, and practising its injunctions. 

You will perceive, by the marginal reading, 
that our text should have been translated ‘ Ex- 
cept aman be born frum above, he cannot,” 
&c. To be born from above is to be cndow- 
ed with the heavenly principle, which is univer- 
t. Jobo says, ‘very one 
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that loveth ts born of God,and kuoweth God? 
He says again, ‘God is love; and he th 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God jn 
hun.’ Christ says,‘ Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good unto them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use and persecute you, that ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven’ 
St. Peter says,* See that ye love one another, 
with a pure heart fervently, being born again, 
or from above. 

In one word, the whole spirit of the gospel 
is universal benevolence ; and whoever, thro’ 
beli-ving in Christ, has obtained this spirit, has 
according to the language of scripture, been 


born again. 
MARCUS. 
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FOR TH® GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
“ Judge not, that ye be not judged.” - 

A writer in the Gospel Advocate of the 29th 
ult. un Jer the head of “ Liberality,” scems not 
to have been moved by the animating spirit of 
divine grace ; and must in a very great degree 
have lost sight of the precepts and examples of 
his heavenly Master, as well as of the apostles 
who received instruction at his hands; and of 
the martyrs, whose last: words from beds of tor- 


ture proclaimed to the world peace on earth 


and good willto men, Liberality is a favorite 
term with all den: minations of Christians. — 
Those who belicve ‘hat * we all have one com- 
mon Father—that one God created us all— 
thit we are all brethren of the same family,” 
aid will finally be restored to the bosom of 
their heavenly Father, have never been found 
wanting in their pretensions to liberality, and 
are far from fixing limits to their charity and 
magnanimiiy. Atthe same time, it #¢ 10! un- 
common for them to believe their charity is not 
reciprocated, or christian fellowship extended 
to them by other denominations, who profess 
to be followers of one common Lord and Mas- 
ter. But what shall we say to the author of the 
article alluded to? Has he not put the most 
uucharitable and iiliberal construction upon the 
conduct not only of many worthy ministers of 
the gospel, but even upon the motives of breth- 
ren of the same faith? In his first paragraph, 
he says, “ii has at length become the policy of 
our opponents, to protess to be liberal, friend- 
ly and charitable towards universalists, and e- 
ven preachers, who have professed, and do yet 
profess a firm belief in, and yield an unquali- 
fied assent to the doctrine of endless misery, 
would fain have the public consider them friend- 
ly co liberal and rational christianity!” In his 
second paragraph, he says, “it is surprising 
that any universalist should suffer himself to be 
duped by the cunning craftiness of such pre- 
tenders. Weare astonished that any who be- 





lieve in the doctrine of God’s impartial grace, 
should harbor the hope for a moment, that se- 
cret professions of respect for our cause, are 
sincere or serviceable.”” Thus, under the ime 
posing head of “liberality,” the exercise of 
such friendship and respect for others is broad- 
ly leid down as “ degrading to the character of 
universalists,” and the practice of it denoun- 
ced as “ deceptive double minded” hypocrisy. 

Such animadversions as these partake not of 
the spirit of christian charity and forbearance, 
that heaven-born love and meckness which in- 
culcate these virtues, seem not to have moved the 
ven of the writer ; and were not the purity of 
his motives and the sincerity of his christian 
professions strongly impressed on my mind, I 
might have been induced to suspect the article 
itself belonged to the corrodings of infidelity, 
How often do we hear universalists pray that 
the partition wall which separates professing 
christians may be broken down, that all might 
sit together under the same vine and fig tree, 
and celebrate with one voice the wonders of re- 
deeming love. But the writer seems to have 
discovered that some of his brethren in the 
faith were cultivating a friendly and social in- 
tercourse with those christians who could not 
conscientiously subscribe to all of his articles 
of faith, and to question the propriety of their 
conduct, and the purity of their intentions, or 
to suspect the unwery of the household of faith 
may be entrapped by the charms of eternal 

unishment, or led into the labyrinths of error 
y the luring creed of endless misery. 

Has this the appearance of liberality any 
more than it would have, if the word was eras- 
ed from the Advocate, and painted upon the 
cap of a Spanish inquisition. How great then 
the departure from the doctrine and precepts 
inculeated by our holy religion. A man desi- 
rous of becoming usetul as well as popular must 
not assume the right of dictating and coatrol- 
ling the opinions of the creature, in regard to 
his Créator. I wonld ask the learned writer 
if none but universalists have a claim “ to lib- 
eral and rational christianity,” and what evi- 
dence he has given to the world of liberality, or 
sincerity in his profession that other christians 
have not also given, and if the production I 
have in view we are to trace the tenets of a liber- 
al, meek, penitent and forgiving heart. He 
rejoices that liberal views are becoming more 
general, yet in promoting a principle so noble 
and praiseworthy, and so near the heart of eve- 
ry true believer in the impartial dispensation 
of heaven’s mercies, its advocates are charged 
with hypocrisy and selfishness. 1 forbear ma- 
king further quotations or comments, trusting 
that the writer will hereafter maintain a more 
strict regard to the feelings of the readers of the 
Gospel Advocate, and that he will net again in 
the height of his zeal, assume positions and re- 
ly upon the strength of assertions without proof 
or argument to maintain them. The words of 
him that “ spake as never man spake,” admon- 
ishes the humble followers of the Lamb to be 














charitable in the opinions of each other. The 
language of inspiration is “ Judge not that ye 
be not judged: For with what judgment ve 
judge ye shall be judged, and with what meas- 
ure ye shall mete, it shall be measured to 
you again.” These words are worth the 
, attention of those who profess to 
now and serve God and the Saviour whom he 
hath sent, and “ whom to know aright is life e- 
ternal.” M. 
REPLY. 

The foregoing communication seems to be a gen 
eral impeachment of the article in our 48:h number, 
to which it relates; and is made up of accusations 
without proof, insinuations under the garb of friend 
ship evidently aimed at myself, and as destitute of 
charity as they are of any foundation in fact. Hav- 
ing assumed the sacred motto “judge not that ye be 
not judged,” the writer exemplifies it, in a very sin- 
gular manner, by saying thus:—* A writer in the 
Gospel Advocate, &c. seems not to have been mov- 
ed by the animating spirit of divine grace, and must, 
in a very great degree, have lost sight of the precepts 
and examples of his heavenly Master,”&c. Well, 
what is this but judging with a vengeance ? Compare 
it with the article which M. condemns, and see 
which bears the nearest resemblance to judging.— 
We had, in general terms, stated facts—facts, we re- 
peat, which hypocrisy itself dare not deny—facts 
which stare us in the face and call for a remedy an a 
just and severe castigation of every offender; and 
that wasall. [ow is it with the unassuming, liberal 
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| ters is too glarmmg to need any construction. 
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hoever the writer of the communication may be— 
hether friend, or fue—whether male or female—- 
ether liberal or illiberal, we advise him, or her, 
t@ attempt to impeach tie facis we have stated, rath- 
er than the manner of telling the truth which we may 
have adopted. 

It is asked by M. if we have not put the most un- 
charitable and illiberal constructions upon the con- 
duct, not only of many worthy ministers of the gos- 
pel, but even upon the motives of brethren of the 
same faith? Weask in reply, what ministers have 
we censured ? Give us the name of the * worthy min- 
ister” whose conduct we have censured, in the arti- 
cle cundemned. Point tothe paragraph where we 
have assailed the motives by which our brethren ip 
the faith have been actuated, and we will be frauk 
We have cautioned them 





to acknowledge our fault. 
against being deceived—against having their pock- 
ets invaded, or their rights taken from them, by the 
deceptive insinuations of popularity-lovers, and such 
as believe one thing and preach another. We shalt 
perhaps continue to do so, till the cause of truth tri- 
umphs over error—\ea till we die, or hear the songs 
The conduct of some minis- 
When 
we behold their goings forth we are appalled. Temrt 
us not, gentle VI. lest we call names. 

When we behold professed universalists inatten- 
tive and indiff.rent’ to the arts that are practised in 
our world, we are truly astonished. Perhape we 
dwell too often on the dark side of the gloomy pic- 
ture; but faithfulness requires it. Who does not 
know, that there is no affinity between truth and er- 


of honesty triump!an’. 





and charitable M,? Did he not know, that the arti- 
cle, which, with its author, he judges and condemns, 
was penned by the editor of this paper? He did; and 
we challenge him, her or them, as the case may be to 
deny it. “Phas individual, (our humble self ) is ihere- 
fore singled out, and judged. and condemned, as not | 
having written with the spirit of divine grace, and as | 
having in a very great degree lost signt-ef the pre- | 
cepts and examples of Christ, &c. But mark ye; 
reader—there is one precept of our *‘ heavenly Mas- 
ter” which has not been lost sight of; and if M. wish- 
es to have the use of ut, he will find it in ihe gospel of 
Mat. viii. 5. ‘* First cast out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote out of thy brother's eye.” We mean not to ex. 
tenuate nor set down aught in malice ; but we desire 
to have the reader understand the olyect of M., as im- 
plied by the tenor of his communication. Let it be 
remembered that he has rot ventured to deny the 
statements made in the article he condemns; he only 
aims at the writer! If you are not satisfied of this 
fact, read it over again, and it will be apparent that 
it is soin reality. We are judged as writing witbout 
the spirit of grace—of being illiberal while speaking 
of the attempts of certain classes of persons to deceive 
those who profes: to love the truth and desire to be 
sincere in all their doings—of not partaking of 
christian chanty, &c. But the writer does not un- 
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dertake to impeach the truth of what we said; it is 


| vor? 


Then why should we refrain? 

Again: ‘+ Such animadversions,” says our corres* 
pondent, ‘ partake vot of the spirit of christian clar- 
ity and forbearance; that heaven-born love and 
meekness, which inculcate these virtues, seem not 
to have moved the pen of the writer; and were not 
the purity of his motives, and the sincerity of his 
christian professions strongly impressed upon my 
miad, 1 tmghi have been induced to suspect the ar- 
ticle itself belonged tote corrodings of infidelity”.— 
Precious acknowledgment! We thank Goi that 
an acquaintance with our sincerity exonerate’ 
us from the charge of infidelity. Aud if M’ 
would favor us with his real name, we should be hap- 
py to return a similar compliment. We wish that 
his sincere love of the truth was so impressed upon 
our mind, ‘hat we could be induced to think that all 
his “worthy ministers” did not love the applause of 
men, more than ** the honor that cometh from God 
only.” 

It is farther said by M. ‘how often do we hear a- 
niversalists pray that the walls of partition may be 
broken down; that all may set together.” &c. Yee 
and we hope they will continue to make such pray- 
ers, without wrath and doubting. But God forbid 
that they should ever pray for the success of hypoc- 
risy or deceit. We pray God that the partition 
walls may be broken down between christians of ev- 





only the manner, not the matter, that offends him.— 





ery denomination; and we pray as fervently that 
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universalists may never become identified with those 
who act a double part. We would cultivate lo 
and charity; but we would doit on gospel principl 
we would be friends to all; but would have no 
lowship with what we believe to be error. ; 

As to an insinuation of M’s. that we had discovered 
that some of our brethren in the faith were cultivat- 
ing a friendly and social intercourse with those 
obristians who could not conscientiously subscribe to 
all the articles of our faith, &c. we consider it a mere 
hoax. We never have deplored such a disposition 
on the part of our brethren—we have always encour- 
aged the social virtues. The article whicn M. con- 
demns without reserve, declares our feelings on this 
subject; and we cannot more effectually rebut his 
‘nsinuations, than by copying a sentence from it.— 
“The honest presbyterian, the substantial baptist, 
the sincere methodist, we love; but the deceptive. 
double-minded hypocrite we abhor!” So say we yet ! 

Again: We have never been afraid that any of 
our brethren would * be entrapped by the charms of 
eternal punishment, or led into the labyrinth of error 
by the luring creed ofcndlessmisery.” Our brethren 
'n the faith are not so easily entrapped when they see 
the trap and smell the bait— especially when there is 
plenty of brimstone about them ; but we have reason 
to fear that some of them areand have been deceived 
by those who hide damnation and death under th® 
cloak of “liberality!” Let universalists see the ‘ clo- 
ven foot” and then entrap themif yecan. But when 
the devil assumesthe appearance ofan angel of light 
clothes himself in sanctity, carefully covers over the 
pit, and cleanses himself of sulphur, there is danger 
of their being deceived! We have attempted to ex- 
hibit the wily deceiver, and if any of his friends are 
offended we cannot help it. 

Lastly: We have never assumed the right of dic- 
tating and controling the opinionof any man; we 
deny not that there are others beside universalists who 
are entitled to the name of liberal and rational chris- 
tians ; we profess not to have given to the world any 
greater evidences of our liberality than others b=~<> 
nor have we ever pretended to an “#<vuTimon share 
of it ; we rejoice that liberal Views are gaining ground; 
and, God willing, we shall cuntinue to eound the 
trumpets of ram”s horns, till the walls of Babylon shall 
tumble to the ground! “ He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.” 

Eprror or Tae Gos. Apv. 


GoD. 


Newton was fully persuaded of the existence 
of a God; and by that term understood, not on- 
ly an infinite, almighty, eternal, creative being 
but a master, who had established a relation 
between himself and his cretures; as, without 
this relation, the knowledge of a God is only a 
barren idea, which would seem to invite every 


reasoner of a perverse nature to the practice of 


vice by the hopes of impunity. 
Accordingly the great philosopher, at the 
end ofhis Principia, makes a singular remark, 


pamely, That we donot say, My eterna], my in- 


finite, because these attributes do not at all re- 
late to our nature; but we say my God: and 


| are thereby to understand tiie master and _pre- 


server of our life, the object of our thoughts.— 

Newton’s philosophy leads us to the know- 
ledge of a Supreme Being, who freely created 
and arranged all things. For if the world be 
finite ; if there be a vacuum, the existence of 
matter it is not necessary; and therefore has 
received existence from a free cause. If mat- 
ter gravitates, it does appear to gravitate from 
its nature, as it is extended by its nature; it 
has therefore received its gavitation from God. 
If the planets, in a space void of resistance, re- 
volve one way rather than other, the hand of 
their Creator must have directed their course 
that way with an absolute freedom. 

It may, perhaps, appear strange to many, 
that among all the proofs of _the existence of a 
God, the strongest in Newton’s opinionis that 
of final causes. ‘The design, or rather the de- 
signs, various ad infinitum, displayed in the 
most enormous and most minute parts of the 
universe, form a demonstration, which from its 
being so manifestly sensible, is little regarded 
by some philosophers; but Newton thought 
that these infinite relations could only be the 
work of an artist infinitely wise. He made 
little account of the proof from the succession 
of beings. It iscommonly said, that if men, 
anime js, vegetables, and whatever compose this 
world, were eternal, a series of generations 
without cause must of consequence be admit- 
ted. The existence of these beings, it is said 
would have no origin; no eternal can be sup- 
posed to rise again from generation to genera- 
tion without a beginning; no eternal, because 
no one can exist of itself. Thus every thing 
would be effect, and nothing to cause. This 
argument appeared to him founded only on 
the ambiguity of generations, aud of beings for- 
med one by the otker. For Atheists, who ad- 
mita plenum, answer, that there are, properly 
epvaking, no geterations ; there are not several 
substances: the universe is a whole, necessari- 
ly existing, incessantly displaying itself. It is 
one and the same being, whose nature is im- 
mutable in its substance, and eternally varied 
in its modifications. Thus the argument 
drawn from the succession of beings would, per- 
haps, prove very little against an Atheist who 
should deny the plurality of beings. He would 
have recourse to those ancient axioms, that no- 
thing is produced by nothing; «that one sub- 
stance cannot produce another; that every 
thing is eternal and necessary, 

Matter, says the Atheist, is necessary, be- 
cause it exists; motion is necessary, because 
nothing is at rest; and motion is so necessary, 
that in nature never any motive forces are 
lost. 

What is to-day was yesterday, and thus re- 
curring without end. No person will dare to 
say, that things shall return to nothing; how 
then dare to say, that they came frm noihing? 
In a word, know net if there be a motaphys- 
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cal proof more striking, and which speaks more 
strongly to man, than the admirable order in 
the world; and whether there has ever been a 
finer argument than the following, the heavens 
declare the glory of God. Accordingly you 
see that Newton at the end of his Optics and 
Principia, uses no other, No reasoning ap- 
peared to him more grand and convincing in 
favor of a Deity than that of Plato, who makes 
one of his interlocutors say, You think I have 
an intelligent soul, because you perceive or- 
der in my words and actions ; surely, then, from 
the order you see in thisworld, there must be 
in it a spirit supremely intelligent. 

But if the existence of an eternal almighty 
Being be proved, is it not equally proved that 
this being is infinitely good in the general sense 
of the word. 

This is the grand refuge forthe Atheist. If 
I admit a God says he, this God must be good- 
ness itself. He who has given mea being, 
should also give me happiness: but I see only 
disorder and calamity among mankind. The 
necessity ofan eternal matter offends me less, 
than a Creator dealing so harshly with his crea- 
tures. My doubts are not to be removed by 
being told, that a first man, composed ofa bo- 
dy and soul, offended his Creator, and that 
mankind suffers for his offence. For if our bo- 
dies are derived from the first man, our souls 
are not ; and evenif they are, it seems the most 
horrid injustice, for the punishment to descend 
from the father to the children. 

It is evident, that the Americans, and the 
people of the old world, the Negroes and the 


Laplanders, are not at all descended from that | 


first man. The interior constitution of the 


organs of the Negroes is a palpable demonstra- | 
tion of this.—I had therefore, rather admit the | 


necessity of matter, generations, and eternal 
vicissitudes, than a God, thefrec author of mis- 


erable creatures. 


To this, it is answered, The words, Pood, | 


what | 


comfort, and — are equivocal : 
is evil with regard to you, is good in the gener- 
al plan. Will you deny a God, because you 
have been afflicted with afever? You say he 
owed you happiness: but what reason have 
you tothink so? why didhe owe you this hap- 
piness 7. Was you in any treaty with him ?— 
Therefore to be only happy in this ‘life, you 
need only acknowledgea God. You who can- 
not pretend to be perfect in any one thing, how 
ean you expect to be perfectly happy? But 
suppose that ina continual happiness for one 
hundred years, you may have a fit of the head- 
ache, shall this short interval induce you to de- 
ny aCreator? Surely no. If, therefore, youdo 
not startle at a quarter of an hour’s suffering, 
why at twohours? why ata day? Why should 
a year of torment prevail on you to reject the 
belief of a supreme universal Artisan? 

It is proved, that there is in this world more 
good than evil ; for after all, few men are to be 
found who really wish for death.. 

Men are fond of murmuring; there is a 





easure in complaining, but more in living. 

e delight in viewing only evil, and exaggera- 

ing it. Read history, it is replied; what is it 
Miore than a continua! series of crimes and mis- 
fortunes? Agreed ; but histories are only the 
repositories of great events: tempests only are 
recorded ; calms are overlooked. 

After examining the relations between the 
springs and organs of animals, and the designs 
which display themselves in every part, the 
manner by which this animal receives life, by 
which he sustains it, and by which he gives it; 
you will readily acknowledge thesupreme Ar- 
tist. Will youthen change your opinion be- 
cause wolves eat sheep and spiders eatch flies? 
Do not you, on the contrary, perceive, that 
these continual generations, ever devoured, 
and ever produced, are a part of the plaa of the 
universe ? Wisdom and power, you say, are 
perceivable in them, but goodness is still want- 
ing. 

Tin fine, if you may be happy to all eternity, 
can any pains and afflictions in this life be worth 
mentioning ? 

Youcannot think the Creator good, because 
there is some evil in this world. But if neces- 
sity supply the place of a Supreme Being, wil 
affairs be mended?t Inthe systemwhich admits 
a God, some difficulties only are to be remov- 
ed; in all the other systems, we must encoun 
ter absurdities. 

Philosophy, indeed, shows us, that there is 
aGod ; but it cannot teach us what he is, 
what he is doing, how and wherefore he does 
it; whether he exists in ume or in space ;— 
whether he commanded once, or whether he is 
always acting; whether he be in matter, or 
whether he be not there &e. To himself only 
these thingsare known. 

VOLTAIRE. 


UNITARIAN CONFESSION. 
The following article, from the New-York 
uirer, a Unitarian work published 
in the city supposed to be writ- 
ten by the Editor of that paper, condemns ful- 
ly the present conduct of the great body of U- 
nitarians, and maintains that, that conduct is 
fast building up the Universalists at the ex- 
| pense of Unitarian societies. As this- state- 
| ment comes probably from an eminent member 
of that body of Christians, we may believe that 
they already feel the consequences of the meas- 
ures spoken against. 

‘“‘ There cannot beso much difference in sen- 
timent between the great body of Universalists 
_in this country and Unitarians, as to justify the 
| latter for withdrawing intercourse and fellow- 
ship from the former, and I cannot but hope 
| that the time is not far distant, when more lib- 
| eral sentiments and feelings will be exercised 

by us, towards this class of our fellow christians. 
In England, we all know, that several of the 
| most zealous and useful Unitarian ministers 
| publicly avow their belief in the final restore- 
tion of all mento happiness; and if I do not 
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mistake, this is the belief of the great body of 
Unitarians in this country. Why then shou 
we hesitate to avow our sentiments expliciti 
upon this subject, or at least, would it not 
zood policy, if we wish success to the cau 
















that the Universalists, who are a zealous and nu- 
merous class of christians, and continually in- 
creasing. will increase and flourish at the ex- 
pense of many of our older sucieties.” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED, 

Is a formula or summary of the Christian 
faith, drawn up, according to Ruffinus, by the 
apostles themselves; who, during their stay at 
Jerusalem soon after our Lord’s ascension, a- 
greed upon this creed as a rule of faith, Ba- 
ronius and others conjecture that they did not | 
compose it ull the second year of Cliudius, a | 
little before their dispersion; but there are 
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iberal christianity, to extend our sympathy and | 


christian intercourse to thse brethren. If we | 
persist in our present course, lam persuaded | 


‘into the chureh till the end of the fifth century , 


about which time Peter Gnaphius, bishop ‘o 

Antioch, preseribed the recital of it ever Sass 
divine service was performed. See ing’s 
History of the Apostles Creed ; and Barrow’s 
exposition of it in his works, vol. ii, 





Evils in the journey of life, are like the hills 
which alarm travellers upon the road ; they 
both appear great at a distance, but when we 
approach them we find that they are far less 
insurmountable than we had conceived. 

POrTRY 
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many reasons which induce us to question 
whether the apostles coniposed any such creed, | 
For, 1. Neither St. Luke, nor any other writer | 
before the fifth century, make any mention of | 
an assembly of the apostles for composing a 
crecd.—2. The fathers of the three first cen- 
turies, in disputing against the heretics, endeav- 
or to prove that the doctrine contained in this 
creed was the same which the »posties taught ; 
but they never pretend that the apostles com- 
posed it.—3. If the apostles had made this 
creed it would have been the same in all the. 
churches and in »ll ages; and all authors would | 
have cited it afier the sume manner. — But the | 
case is quite otherwise. In the second and | 
third ages of the church there were as many | 
ereeds as authors ; and the s»me authors sets 
down the creed afier the different manner in | 
several places of his works 5 which is an evie ' 
dence, that there wis not, at that time, any | 
ereed reputed to be the apostles, In the fourth 
eentury, Ruffinus, compares together the three 
ancient creeds of the churches of Aquileia, 
Rome, and the East, whieh differ very consid- 
erably. Besides, these creeds differed not only 
in the terms and expressions, but even in the 
articles, some of which were omitted in one or, 
other ofthem; such as those of the descent | 
into hell, the communion of the saints, and the | 
life everlasting. 

From all which it may be gathered, that thro’ 
this creed may be said to be that of the apostles, 
in regard to the doctrines contained therein, 
yet it cannot be referred to them as the authors 
of it. I's great antiquity, however, may be in- | 
ferred from hence, that the whole form, as it | 
now Stands in the English liturgy, isto be found | 
in the works of St. Ambrose and Ruffinus ; the 
former of whom flourished in the third, and the 
latter in the fourth century. The primitive 
Christians did not publicly recite the ereed, ex- 
cept at baptisms, which, unless in cases of ne- 
cessity, were only at Easter and Whitsuntide, 
The constant repeating of it was not introduced | 





















































PROTECTING PROVIDENCE. 
The power that formed yon worlds of flame. 
That guides the systems in their way, 

Is kind, and Mercy is his natne, 
Is good, and bounteous is his sway. 


He spake these rolling orbs to birth, 
Is not his sovereign wisdom free ? 
His powerful arm sustains this earth, 
Mortal! shall he not look on thee ? 


To him, ascend from viewless space 
The ether notes of choral praise ; 

Shall not our breathings claim a place, 
Will he disdain our humble lays ? 


To him, burn countless shrines of heaver 
While the veiled cherub sharesa part; — 
Will he not bless our offerings given, 
The incense ufa contrite heart ? 


Then why. Otrembler! why these fears? 
Why shrink at the chastising rod; 
Mourn, Mourn in penitential tears, 
But dout no more a righteous God. 
THE VALUE OF A MOMENT. 
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY. 
At every motion of our breath 
Life trembles on the brink of death, 
A taper’s flame that upward turns, 
While downward to the dust it burns. 
A moment ushered us to birth, 
Heirs of commonwealth of earth— 
Moment by moment years are past, 
And one, ere long, will be our last. 


*Twixt that, long fled, which gives us light, 
And that which soon shall end in night, 
There is a point no eye can see, 

Yet on i: hangs eternity. 


This is that moment— who shall tell 
Whetier it leads to heaven or hel}? 
This is that moment—as we choose, 
The immortal soul to save or lose. 


Time past and time to come are not, 
Time present is our only lot ;-— 

O God, henceforth our bearis incline 
To seek no other Jove tha: thine. 
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